
Colitis: Causes, Symptoms, and Treatment

Colitis refers to inflammation of the colon (large intestine), which can cause discomfort, changes 
in bowel habits, and, in some cases, serious complications. This condition encompasses a 
range of types and causes, from infections to chronic inflammatory diseases, and each requires 
tailored treatment.

In this blog post, we’ll explore the different types of colitis, their causes, symptoms, diagnosis, 
and treatment options to provide a comprehensive understanding of this condition.

What is Colitis?

The colon is a vital part of the digestive system that absorbs water and forms stool. Colitis 
occurs when the colon becomes inflamed, leading to symptoms such as diarrhea, abdominal 
pain, and rectal bleeding.

Colitis can be acute (short-term) or chronic (long-lasting) and is often categorized based on its 
cause.

Types and Causes of Colitis

1. Infectious Colitis:
○ Caused by bacterial, viral, or parasitic infections.
○ Common pathogens include Escherichia coli, Salmonella, Clostridioides difficile 

(C. diff), and Shigella.
2. Ulcerative Colitis (UC):

○ A type of inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) that causes chronic inflammation and 
ulcers in the colon.

○ Often starts in the rectum and spreads upward.
3. Crohn’s Colitis:

○ Another form of IBD that may affect any part of the gastrointestinal tract, 
including the colon.

○ Involves deeper layers of the bowel wall.
4. Ischemic Colitis:

○ Results from reduced blood flow to the colon, often due to a blockage or 
narrowed blood vessels.

○ Common in older adults or those with cardiovascular issues.
5. Microscopic Colitis:

○ Includes collagenous and lymphocytic colitis, diagnosed through a colon biopsy.



○ Associated with chronic, non-bloody diarrhea.
6. Chemical or Radiation Colitis:

○ Caused by exposure to harsh chemicals or radiation therapy affecting the colon.
7. Drug-Induced Colitis:

○ Triggered by certain medications, such as NSAIDs or antibiotics.

Symptoms of Colitis

The symptoms of colitis vary depending on the type and severity but commonly include:

● Diarrhea: May be watery or contain blood or mucus.
● Abdominal pain and cramping: Often in the lower abdomen.
● Rectal bleeding: A sign of damage or ulcers in the colon lining.
● Urgent bowel movements: A frequent need to defecate, sometimes with little output.
● Fever and fatigue: Indicating inflammation or infection.
● Weight loss: Especially in chronic cases like IBD.

Complications of Colitis

If left untreated, colitis can lead to:

● Dehydration: Severe diarrhea can cause fluid loss.
● Toxic Megacolon: A rare, life-threatening complication involving extreme colon dilation.
● Perforation: A tear in the colon wall, leading to peritonitis.
● Colon Cancer: Long-standing colitis, especially in UC, increases the risk.

How is Colitis Diagnosed?

To determine the type and cause of colitis, healthcare providers may use:

1. Medical History and Physical Examination:
○ Identifying symptoms and risk factors.

2. Laboratory Tests:
○ Stool tests to detect infections or inflammation.
○ Blood tests to check for anemia, inflammation markers, or electrolyte imbalances.

3. Imaging Studies:
○ CT scans or X-rays: To assess colon structure and detect complications.

4. Endoscopy:



○ Colonoscopy: Allows direct visualization of the colon and biopsy collection.
○ Sigmoidoscopy: Examines the lower part of the colon.

5. Biopsy:
○ Essential for diagnosing microscopic colitis or confirming IBD.

Treatment Options for Colitis

Treatment depends on the underlying cause and severity:

1. Infectious Colitis:
○ Antibiotics or antiparasitic medications if caused by bacteria or parasites.
○ Supportive care with hydration and rest for viral causes.

2. Ulcerative Colitis and Crohn’s Colitis:
○ Anti-inflammatory drugs: Such as aminosalicylates or corticosteroids.
○ Immune system modulators: To suppress inflammation.
○ Biologics: Target specific components of the immune response.
○ Surgery: In severe cases, removal of part or all of the colon may be necessary.

3. Ischemic Colitis:
○ Addressing the underlying vascular issue, hydration, and bowel rest.
○ Surgery may be required for severe cases.

4. Microscopic Colitis:
○ Anti-inflammatory medications and dietary modifications.

5. Supportive Care:
○ Hydration and electrolyte replacement for all types.
○ Nutritional support, especially in chronic or severe cases.

Preventing Colitis

While some forms of colitis are unavoidable, these measures can reduce your risk:

● Practice good hygiene to prevent infections.
● Avoid unnecessary antibiotic use to reduce the risk of C. diff.
● Manage chronic conditions like IBD with regular check-ups.
● Eat a balanced diet and stay hydrated.
● Limit use of NSAIDs and other medications that may irritate the colon.

When to Seek Medical Attention



Seek medical care if you experience:

● Persistent diarrhea lasting more than a few days.
● Blood in your stool.
● Severe abdominal pain.
● Fever or signs of dehydration.

Early diagnosis and treatment can prevent complications and improve outcomes.

Conclusion

Colitis is a condition with diverse causes and presentations, but prompt diagnosis and 
appropriate treatment can lead to significant improvement and prevent serious complications. 
Understanding the symptoms and types of colitis empowers you to seek timely medical care and 
take steps to maintain your colon health.

If you or someone you know is experiencing symptoms of colitis, consult a healthcare provider 
for evaluation and personalized treatment.
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